
December 6th, 2016: the Tour of the Alps is born

The valuable legacy of Giro del Trentino

The shared values of the three Euroregions

After celebrating its 40th edition in April 2016, Giro del Trentino hands the baton to the new “Tour of the 
Alps”: this is the new naming of the event, now under the aegis of Euregio Tirol-Trentino-Südtirol. 

The protocol of agreement signed in Bolzano (Italy) on December 6th by the three presidents of the Euregio 
regions, Arno Kompatscher, Günther Platter and Ugo Rossi, sealed the beginning of a new 2.HC professional 
stage race (just like the Giro del Trentino), taking place from April 17th to 21st, 2017, over five stages, under 
the same organization of Giro del Trentino, managed by G.S. Alto Garda. 

That of Giro del Trentino is a relevant and authorable legacy, made of passion and competence that 
made the race so popular among sportsman and fans, while also enacting an early example of territorial 
marketing philosophy. Cycling races provide an ideal occasion to promote the beauty of the locations, and 
bring out to a huge public the fascination of the surrounding areas, as well as the quality of service and 
hospitality.

In the wake of such legacy, the Tour of the Alps looks to provide a spectacular experience for the audience, 
even beyond the technical content of a high-level pro cycling race, also on TV.

The inception of the first Euregio’s cycling races is loaded with significant meanings, even beyond sports, 
and unites three destinations looking to promote themselves as a unique touristic system, characterized by 
strong bounds with cycling as a whole.  While having their respective peculiarities, the three territories share 
a batch of identifying values that represent the foundations of the new project: 
• Alternative mobility as an opportunity to enjoy and live the territory without cars, in a sustainable way;
• The concept of “Livable Alps”, a match between nature, history and culture;
• The respect for Nature, the greatest touristic attraction of these territories;
• Health, wellness and sport as the population’s lifestyle
• The hospitality of touristic facilities and the eagerness to build personal relationships;
• The touristic facilities’ high quality of service, products and professionalism;
• Sportiness, both as practice and sports events organization
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Territorial synergy towards the 2018 World Championships

The three territorial marketing boards – Tirol Werbung, IDM Alto Adige e Trentino Marketing – are intensively 
cooperating from an operational point of view for the success of the new project. Cycling is a fil rouge 
among the three areas, all of them being elected touristic locations for bike lovers of any extraction - 
mountain bike, road bike or e-bike.
With a strong naming and a common logo, featuring the colors of the three Euregio partners, the enticing 
image of the new “Tour of the Alps” intentionally recalls the one of the 2018 UCI Road World Championships 
in Innsbruck, gaining an additional communicational boost from such great event.

5 days of passion, building up for the Giro d’Italia

As a race, the Tour of the Alps will follow the steps of Giro del Trentino and the traditional technical 
characteristics that make it a highly-spectacular and demanding tour, ideal for climbers looking for a key 
dress rehearsal ahead of the Giro d’Italia.

In 2017, two stages will be run in Tirol, one in Südtirol, and two in Trentino, for a total of five racing days (one 
more than the Giro del Trentino had). 
Strenghtening the link between Trentino, Südtirol and Tirol, this year’s race will touch all of the three areas’ 
“Capitals”: Innsbruck, Bolzano and Trento.

Five stages, 824,3 km, 10 categorized climbs

A spectacular, intense, unpredictable route: the 2017 Tour of the Alps will start from Kufstein (by the Inn 
river, close to the border with Bayern on April 17th, Easter’s Monday. Routes will be limited in lenght, with no 
stages over 200 km, and some of them very short but very intense – notably stage 3, of only 143,1 km. 
Through its 824,3 km, the Tour of the Alps presents its fair share of mountains, and ten categorized climbs. 
The first two stages in Tirol can be consisdered the least demanding ones, even though they both finish 
uphill (in Innsbruck and Innervillgraten), as does the third one, in Südtirol, starting in Villabassa/
Niederdorf and ending in Funes/Villnöss after the the Passo Erbe climb and the unprecedented and 
very demanding ascent to the Alpe di Rodengo.

The fourth stage will move the peloton from Südtirol to Trentino, passing on the classic routes of Trofeo 
Melinda on the way to Cles, through a lumpy and weary parcours. The final stage will get off from the Valle 
di Non (Smarano, and after the climb to the Monte Bondone, the iconic mountain of the Leggendaria 
Charly Gaul cyclosport race – it will arrive to Trento, where the first edition of the Tour of the Alps will live its 
final act in the beautiful Piazza Duomo.
The last stage will also pass through the Garda Trentino area, where the race has its historical roots. A 
special intermediate sprint will also be placed in Arco, where the organizing company – GS Alto Garda – is 
based. 



World Teams

Professional Continental Teams

Continental Teams

National Teams

AG2R LA MONDIALE FRA

ASTANA PRO TEAM KAZ

BMC RACING TEAM USA

BORA – HANSGROHE  GER

CANNONDALE – DRAPAC USA 

FDJ FRA

TEAM SKY GBR

ANDRONI GIOCATTOLI  ITA

AQUA BLUE SPORT IRL

BARDIANI CSF  ITA

CAJA RURAL – SEGUROS RGA ESP

GAZPROM – RUSVELO  RUS

NIPPO – VINI FANTINI  ITA

WILIER TRIESTINA ITA

BIKE AID GER

SANGEMINI - MG. K VIS ITA

TIROL CYCLING TEAM AUT

ITALY ITA

Strong field for Tour of the Alps with 7 World Teams

The 2017 Tour of the Alps will feature 18 teams at the start and see renowned international cyclists racing on 
the Tirol, Sudtirol and Trentino’s  streets and mountains.

A total of 144 cyclists will compete in the event, with 7 UCI World Teams to be joined by 7 Professional Teams, 
3 Continental Teams and 1 National team
The lineup includes 2016 Giro del Trentino’s winner Mikel Landa (Team Sky).



The 2017 route

Stage 1 – Monday April 17th
Kufstein-Innsbruck, km 142,3 
Overall altitude: 2075m. Difficulty: **

Stage 2 – Tuesday April 18th
Innsbruck-Innervillgraten, km 181,3
Overall altitude: 2539m. Difficulty: **

Stage 3 – Wednesday April 19th 
Villabassa/Niederdorf-Funes/Villnöss, km 143,1 
Overall altitude: 3742m. Difficulty: ****

Stage 4 – Thursday April 20th 
Bolzano/Bozen-Cles, km 165,3
Overall altitude: 3459m. Difficulty: ***

Stage 5 – Friday April 21st
Smarano-Trento, km 192,5
Overall altitude: 3759m. Difficulty: ****

Kufstein to inaugurate the new event

On Easter day, Sunday April 16th, the whole Tour of the Alps peloton will gather in Kufstein, where the 
teams’ presentation will be held. Eighteen teams will line up at the start, one-third of them being UCI 
World Tour outfits: the official list will be disclosed on February 17th during a presentation in Hochfilzen, 
Austria, during the Biathlon World Championships.
In spite of an overcrowded UCI calendar in April, the Tour of the Alps has immediately earned the attention 
of several top teams, starting with Team Sky, once again to be led by Spaniard Mikel Landa, the winner of 
2016 Giro del Trentino Melinda.

Global visibility and live TV – every day

The event is looking to further improve the significant media exposure of the last Giro del Trentino Melinda, 
whose TV live coverage amounted to over 6 hours, distributed to an audience of over 100 million TV spectators. 
The race was aired in Italy by RaiSport, in the 60 EBU Countries, and then in Polonia, United Kingdom, Turkey, 
Cyprus, Malta, Greece, Israel, Brazil, Latin America, USA, Canada. The web also contributed to the race 
exposure, leading to an impressive global reach. 
In 2017, the event’s tv production – in cooperation with the Italian Lega Ciclismo Professionistico – will air 
all the five stages live for 1.30 h each. The list of the TV rights holders will be officialized in the next few days, 
but a global visibility has to be taken for granted. 



Sporting spirit and a major showcase for brands

The Tour of the Alps involves over 500 people among riders, teams, organizations, race officials, press and 
media, technicians and support personnel. In spite of the intensity of the race, the event has always been 
characterized by a special spirit involving those who take part in it, in any role: the pleasure of enjoying a 
major sports show in amazing places, and a serene, stress-free atmosphere will make the Tour of the Alps 
an unforgettable experience for everybody, just like it has always been at the Giro del Trentino.
Coming off the positive experience of the previous years at the Giro del Trentino, many brands will also be 
looking to share such special atmosphere, starting with one of the main sponsors, Melinda, that with the 
new-born Tour of the Alps confirms its solid relationship with the cycling sport.

Hochfilzen (AUT), February 17th, 2017


